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National Gathering, Silver Anniver-
sary Celebration, and Annual Lobby 
Day. I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome them and to congratulate 
Bread for the World and its tens of 
thousands of members for 25 years of 
accomplishment in the service of hu-
mankind. It is a great honor for me to 
be a member of Bread for the World’s 
board. 

Bread for the World remains true to 
its origins as a grassroots organization 
working from local churches on 
through to the national and inter-
national levels to address the funda-
mental causes of hunger and poverty. 
The organization was founded in 1974 
by a small group of Catholics and 
Protestants who sought to mobilize 
persons of faith to influence United 
States policies relating to hunger and 
poverty. Bread for the World grew rap-
idly under the outstanding leadership 
of the Reverend Arthur Simon, and 
now includes more than 44,000 members 
and churches. The Reverend David 
Beckmann serves very capably as the 
group’s current President. 

As a nonpartisan citizen’s movement 
based in the Christian community, 
Bread for the World members work 
hard to promote policies that will im-
prove the lives of hungry and poor peo-
ple in the United States and around the 
world. Through their dedicated advo-
cacy, Bread for the World members 
have been instrumental in winning key 
victories in the fight to alleviate hun-
ger and poverty. They have, for exam-
ple, worked successfully to improve 
and devote more resources to WIC and 
other child nutrition programs, to en-
hance food security in Africa by in-
creasing investment at the farm and 
village level where it really counts, 
and to restore food stamp benefits to 
vulnerable legal immigrants. This year 
Bread for the World members are par-
ticipating in the laudable worldwide ef-
fort, known as Jubilee 2000, to reduce 
poverty in developing nations through 
critically needed international debt re-
lief. 

I am proud to be able to give thanks 
for the moral commitment and grass-
roots mobilizing of Bread for the World 
members as they celebrate their 25th 
anniversary year. I sincerely wish 
them continued blessings as they carry 
on their efforts toward seeking justice 
and ending hunger.∑ 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 1999 
MISS NEW MEXICO 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Miss Katie 
Kelly, an exceptional young woman 
from my home state of New Mexico 
who was recently crowned 1999 Miss 
New Mexico. Miss Kelly, a Santa Fean, 
will go on to represent New Mexico in 
the Miss America contest in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, this fall. 

Miss Kelly is representative of the 
selfless, poised, and self-assured young 
women that I am proud to have rep-
resent our state on a national level. 

This year’s Miss New Mexico laureate 
is a Christian Life Academy graduate 
who is now attending Santa Fe Com-
munity College. She plans to attend 
Pepperdine University next year and 
study broadcast journalism and voice. 
Her previous achievements include, 
being named 1998 Miss Albuquerque 
Teen USA, 1999 Miss Santa Fe America, 
and second runner-up of the Miss New 
Mexico Teen USA pageant. 

I have no reservations that she will 
dutifully fulfill the responsibilities 
that accompany this accolade. I wish 
her the best of luck in the Miss Amer-
ica Contest and in all her future en-
deavors.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LADIES OF 
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SOROR-
ITY, INCORPORATED, BETA 
ALPHA OMEGA CHAPTER 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the ladies 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incor-
porated Beta Alpha Omega Chapter, 
commemorating 65 years of service to 
the people of Newark. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incor-
porated was founded in 1908 at Howard 
University by 16 dynamic women. It is 
the oldest and largest Greek-letter so-
rority established by and for African- 
American women. Today, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority is an international net-
work of professional women, with over 
150,000 members and 900 chapters lo-
cated in the United States, West Afri-
ca, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and 
Europe. 

The ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority have dedicated themselves to 
the spirit behind their motto ‘‘service 
to all mankind.’’ After 91 years of serv-
ice to the community, they continue to 
send college-trained women into the 
world to improve the social and eco-
nomic conditions throughout the 
Unites States and abroad. 

Beta Alpha Omega became an affil-
iate chapter in January of 1934 and now 
holds the honor of being New Jersey’s 
oldest affiliate chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority. The women of the Beta 
Alpha Omega Chapter have contributed 
immeasurably to the city of Newark 
and its surrounding areas. In 1998 
alone, the chapter awarded $15,000 in 
scholarships to graduating seniors 
from high schools in Newark and 
Irvington; co-sponsored the Kwanza 
Celebration at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center; sponsored contin-
uous voter registration events and pro-
vided ‘‘Share Baskets’’ for the needy at 
Thanksgiving. 

The theme for the chapter over the 
next four years will be ‘‘Blazing New 
Trails’’ in the 21st century. This initia-
tive will focus the chapter’s commu-
nity efforts on improving programs in 
the arts, education, health and eco-
nomic empowerment, as well as in 
strengthening the African-American 
family. 

The women of Beta Alpha Omega 
have faithfully served the people of 

Newark and its surrounding areas for 
over six decades. Their ability to re-
spond to the challenges of our society 
is demonstrated through their active 
service in outreach programs. More-
over, these women represent an inte-
gral part of American history. As stat-
ed by the sorority’s historian, Marjorie 
Parker: ‘‘History is of small worth un-
less its gifts nourish the seeds from 
which tomorrow’s great achievements 
blossom.’’ The women of Beta Alpha 
Omega are the seed of hope for the next 
generation of African-American 
women.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JONATHAN EDWARD 
STEPHENS 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor Jona-
than Edward Stephens on his gradua-
tion summa cum laude from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. I commend his 
outstanding academic achievements. 

Jonathan was the 1995 Dover High 
School Valedictorian and went on to a 
superb academic career at Rensselaer. 
Ranking first in his class with a 4.0 av-
erage, Jonathan was also awarded the 
Erwin R. Gaerttner award, given to a 
nuclear engineer or engineering phys-
ics major. The award recognizes excel-
lence in scholarship, personal char-
acter, and promise of outstanding per-
formance in research related to nuclear 
engineering and physics. 

Jonathan was also awarded the Sen-
ior Design Project Award for his 
project, titled the ‘‘International Neu-
tron Spherical Torus Explosives Detec-
tor.’’ His research will be used to de-
tect land mines. Mr. President, as a 
veteran, I recognize our need to find 
land mines. 

Jonathan also has exciting opportu-
nities ahead of him. He has been of-
fered a full fellowship at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology to pursue 
a doctorate in the field of nuclear phys-
ics. He has also received the national 
full fellowship from the Oak Ridge 
Labs in Tennessee to pursue a doc-
torate at any University in the United 
States. Jonathan has chosen to accept 
a position as a nuclear engineer with 
the Knoll Atomic Power Lab, a division 
of Lockheed Martin, where he will de-
sign nuclear reactors for the U.S. 
Navy’s aircraft carriers. He plans to 
complete his Master’s at Rensselaer. 

As a former teacher and school board 
chairman, I recognize the challenges 
students face to succeed. I applaud 
Jonathan for his exemplary academic 
career. I wish him luck as he continues 
his education and work in the engi-
neering field. I am pleased to recognize 
such an outstanding young mind, and 
it is with great pleasure that I rep-
resent him in the United States Sen-
ate.∑ 
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WEST VIRGINIA DAY 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
ask that we take a moment today to 
recognize the State of West Virginia. 
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